AIDS and general practice.
Using a postal questionnaire, a random sample of 1000 general practitioners throughout New Zealand were surveyed about their contacts with patients concerning AIDS or HIV infection and about their needs for information on AIDS related matters. A response rate of 86% was achieved. Almost all doctors (95%) had had some contact with patients concerning AIDS during the previous 12 months and 86% had had at least one request for the HIV antibody test. Taking blood samples for HIV testing was quite commonly performed by the doctor in the surgery, rather than referring the patient elsewhere. Referral to a specialist AIDS or STD clinic was rare. Continuing education was requested by most doctors. Specific information topics of interest included personal safety, patient care and ethical issues.